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At Stephenson (MK) Trust the protected characteristics have been considered in the design of this 

policy. This policy has been obtained through a review of best policies and The Key.    

Approved by: Trust Board Date: July 2025 
Next review due by: July 2026  
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1. Purpose and Context 

Stephenson MK Trust is committed to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all pupils, staff, and visitors. 
As a specialist provision for pupils with SEMH needs, the academy recognises the importance of 
balancing safeguarding with a trauma-informed, relational approach. This policy outlines our legal 
powers and approach to search, screening and confiscation, in line with the Department for 
Education’s guidance (Searching, Screening and Confiscation, July 2022) and relevant legislation 
including: 

• Education Act 1996 

• Education and Inspections Act 2006 

• Behaviour in Schools (DfE 2022) 

• Keeping Children Safe in Education (DfE 2024) 

 

2. Key Principles 

• All actions will be underpinned by a trauma-informed ethos and reflect the SEMH needs of 
our pupils. 

• The dignity, safety, and rights of each pupil will be respected at all times. 

• Any intervention will be reasonable, proportionate, and necessary to safeguard the wider 
school community. 

• Search and screening practices will always prioritise de-escalation and seek cooperation 
before enforcement. 

 

3. Searching with Consent 

• Staff may ask pupils to voluntarily empty pockets, bags, or lockers. 

• Verbal consent is sufficient; no written permission is needed. 

• If a pupil refuses, staff will use de-escalation techniques and apply consequences in line with 
the Behaviour Policy. 

• Consent-based searches can be carried out by any member of staff. 

 

4. Searching Without Consent 

Authorised staff (Principal, SLT and Intervention Mentors) may conduct searches without consent if 
there are reasonable grounds to suspect possession of the following prohibited items: 

• Knives or weapons 

• Alcohol, illegal drugs, or stolen items 

• Tobacco, vapes, or cigarette papers 

• Fireworks or pornographic material 

• Items used to cause harm, commit an offence, or disrupt learning 

• Items banned under school rules 

Search protocols: 

• Must be conducted by a staff member of the same sex and witnessed by another staff 
member, where possible. 
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• Exception: Where there is a risk of serious harm and no same-sex staff are available, the search 
may proceed. 

• Only outer clothing and possessions may be searched. 

• Searches may be conducted on-site or during off-site school activities. 

 

5. Extent of a Search 

• Outer clothing includes coats, hats, shoes, scarves, gloves (not inner garments). 

• Possessions include bags, desks, and lockers, searched preferably in the pupil's presence and 
with a witness. 

 

6. Use of Reasonable Force 

• Reasonable force may only be used to conduct a search for prohibited items. 

• Force must never be used to search for items banned solely under school rules. 

• Any use of force will comply with DfE guidance on the use of reasonable force in schools. 

 

7. Confiscation Procedures 

Staff may confiscate any item that is: 

• Prohibited by law. 

• Harmful or detrimental to school discipline. 

• Banned by Academy rules. 

Confiscated items are brought immediately to the Principal’s or Deputy Principal’s Office. 

 

Item-specific actions: 

Item Action 

Alcohol Dispose appropriately (not returned). 

Illegal Drugs Pass to police. 

Drug Paraphernalia Dispose or pass to police. 

Legal Highs Confiscate and consider police involvement. 

Stolen Property Return to owner or police. 

Tobacco/Vapes Dispose (not returned). 

Fireworks Dispose. 

Pornographic Material Dispose unless illegal (report to police). 

Weapons/Offensive Items Hand to police. 

Rule-banned Items SLT to decide based on context and risk. 

  

8. Searching Electronic Devices 

• Staff may examine data on an electronic device if there is good reason to suspect it poses a 
risk to safety or learning. 

• SLT involvement is mandatory before accessing/deleting data. 
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• Material indicating safeguarding concerns or illegal activity will be reported to appropriate 
agencies. 

• The school's Online Safety and Child Protection policies will guide actions. 

 

9. Wanding 

• The academies use handheld metal detectors (wanding) to screen pupils as part of daily 
safeguarding procedures. This typically takes place in reception on arrival of pupils. As part of 
the routine pupil’s handover their mobile phones and any devices and large Jackets. These are 
locked away and returned to pupils by duty staff after school. 

• Screening is non-intrusive and not based on suspicion. 

• Conducted by same-sex staff where possible. 

• Pupils who refuse screening may be refused entry for the day. This could result into a 
suspension.  

 

10. Communication with Parents/Carers 

• Consent is sought from parents as part of the registration process. 

• Parents are not required to give consent or be informed prior to a search. 

• Parents/carers will be informed if prohibited items (e.g., alcohol, drugs, weapons) are found. 

• Discretion may be used in informing parents about minor incidents involving non-dangerous 
items. 

 

11. Record Keeping 

• Not all searches need to be recorded. 

• Searches involving high-risk items (e.g., drugs, weapons, stolen property) will be recorded on 
CPOMS and shared with SLT. 

• Records will include who conducted the search, who was present, reasons for the search, and 
outcome. 

 

12. Complaints and Concerns 

• Concerns about search, screening or confiscation procedures should follow the Trust’s 
Complaints Policy. 

• Pupils will be supported to raise any concerns in a safe and trusted manner. 

 

13. Substance Misuse Protocol 

All drug-related incidents follow a clear process: 

• Ensure safety of individuals and isolate substances securely. 

• Notify SLT immediately. 

• Record incident using academy's safeguarding and behaviour systems. 

 


