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Stephenson MK Trust

Prevent Duty and Strategy Statement

At Stephenson (MK) Trust the protected characteristics have been considered in the design of this
Statement. This Statement has been developed in line with Prevent duty as set out in the Counter-
Terrorism and Security Act 2015, the Home Office Prevent Duty Guidance (December 2023) and
Keeping Children Safe in Education (2025).
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Prevent Duty

Preventing Radicalisation in School

Building resilience in our young people and the promotion of fundamental British Values is at the heart
of preventing Radicalisation. We do this by providing a safe place in which children can discuss issues,
and we aim to give them the knowledge and confidence to challenge extremist beliefs and ideologies.

Our Prevent Duty is carried out under the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015, which legally
requires us to take steps to prevent students from being drawn into terrorism. We take this duty
seriously and carry out the main actions responsibly, namely: risk assessment, working in partnership,
staff training and IT policies. If we assess a child as ‘susceptible to radicalisation’, we will refer to the
Channel Programme, which focuses on providing support at an early stage to people who are identified
as being susceptible to being drawn into terrorism.

We recognise that we play a vital role in keeping children safe from harm, including from the risks of
extremism and Radicalisation, and in promoting the welfare of children in our care.

Our designated safeguarding lead (DSL) takes leadership responsibility for our Prevent delivery and
ensures that our school can understand and manage risk, and that staff understand the role and
importance of Prevent.

Each school in the Trust has identified a Prevent Lead who is responsible for overseeing Prevent
delivery:

e Stephenson Academy: Angela Houston
e Bridge Academy All -Through Alternative Provision: lain Temple

These Prevent Leads work closely with our local authority Prevent lead, DfE regional Prevent
coordinator, and local policing team to understand and respond to local risks.

What we do if there is a concern

If we have a concern about a particular student we will follow the school’s normal safeguarding
procedures, including discussing with the school’s designated safeguarding lead, and where deemed
necessary, with children’s social care or the Channel programme.

Channelis a voluntary, confidential support programme which focuses on providing support at an early
stage to people who are identified as being susceptible to being drawn into terrorism. We will consider
making a Channel referral where we have concerns that a student may be susceptible to radicalisation
or at risk of becoming involved in terrorism or supporting it.

We may also contact the local police force or dial 101 (the non-emergency number). They can talk to
us in confidence about concerns and help us gain access to support and advice. We can also contact
our local authority Prevent lead for advice and support.

The Department for Education has dedicated a telephone helpline (020 7340 7264) to enable staff and
governors to raise concerns relating to extremism directly. Concerns can also be raised by email to
counter.extremism@education.gsi.gov.uk. Please note that the helpline is not intended for use in
emergency situations, such as a child being at immediate risk of harm or a security incident. In an
emergency situation we will follow the recommended emergency procedures.
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Prevent Strategy

What is the Prevent strategy?

e Prevent is a government strategy designed to stop people becoming terrorists or supporting
terrorist or extremist causes.

e The Prevent strategy covers all types of terrorism and extremism, including the extreme right
wing, violent Islamist groups and other causes.

How does the Prevent strategy apply to schools?

e From July 2015 all schools (as well as other organisations) have a duty to safeguard children from
radicalisation and extremism.

e This means we have a responsibility to protect children from extremist and violent views the
same way we protect them from any other harm.

e Importantly, we can provide a safe place for students to discuss these issues, at an appropriate
level so they better understand how to protect themselves.

What does this mean in practice at SMKT?

Many of the things we already do in school to help children become positive, happy members of
society also contribute to the Prevent strategy. These include:

e Having a strong Aims and Ethos which pervades our school.

e Focusing on core values.

e Exploring other cultures and religions and promoting diversity.

e Challenging prejudices and racist comments.

e Developing critical thinking skills and a strong, positive self-identity.

e Promoting the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of students, as well as British
values such as democracy.

We will also protect children from the risk of radicalisation, for example by using filters on the internet
to make sure they can’t access extremist and terrorist material, by monitoring online activity to identify
concerns early, or by vetting visitors who come into school to work with students.

Different schools will carry out the Prevent duty in different ways, depending on the age of the children
and the needs of the community.

Isn’t my child too young to learn about extremism?

The Prevent strategy is not just about discussing extremism itself, which may not be appropriate for
younger children. It is also about teaching children core values such as tolerance and mutual respect.
This is what we will focus on at SMKT.

The school will make sure any discussions are suitable for the age and maturity of the children involved.
Is extremism really a risk in our area?

Extremism can take many forms, including political, religious and misogynistic extremism. Some of
these may be a bigger threat in our area than others.

We work closely with our local authority and local safeguarding partners to understand the specific
risks in our area and ensure our approach is proportionate to these risks.




We will endeavour to give children the skills to protect them from any extremist views they may
encounter, now or later in their lives.

Further information

Contact the school - If you have any questions or concerns about the Prevent Strategy and what it
means for your child, please do not hesitate to contact the school.

See our policies - You will find more details about radicalisation in our Safeguarding Policy and Online
Safety Policy, available on our website. Both policies explicitly cover the protection of children at risk
of radicalisation as part of our wider safeguarding duties. We also have information about spiritual,
moral, social and cultural development and British values within our Curriculum

External sources - The following sources may also be useful for further information:

ACT Early | Prevent radicalisation

Key Terms:

e Extremism — vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values including democracy,
the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different
faiths and beliefs.

o Ideology — a set of beliefs.

e Terrorism —an action that endangers or causes serious violence to a person/people; causes
serious damage to property; or seriously interferes or disrupts an electronic system. The use
or threat must be designed to influence the government or to intimidate the public and is
made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious or ideological cause.

e Radicalisation — the process of a person legitimising support for, or use of, terrorist
violence. Susceptible — the term used to describe children who may be at risk of radicalisa-
tion

e (previously referred to as 'vulnerable').

e Channel — a voluntary, confidential support programme which focuses on providing support
at an early stage to people who are identified as being susceptible to being drawn into
terrorism.
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